




American Oystercatcher (Haernatopus palliatus) 

in Carbon County: 

First Pennsrlvania record since 1891 

by Hick Wiltraut 

On April 2, 1993 I was birding in the rain at 

Bel tzville La:rn, Carbon County, Pennsylvania. '.i:'here 

was a large fallout or waterbirds on the lake including 

a ver1 noisy flock of 92 Oldsquaws ('.".:langula h;:remali:~). 

'while listening '~o the constant vocalizations of the 
/ 

Oldsquaws, I was distracted by a loud, clear "whee~" 

call coming from in the direction of the beach. As I 

scanned the beach through my binoculs.rs, I was astonishe~ 

to see an American Cystercatcner Ciael'!1ato~)US palliatus) 

standing there. ,,ealizing the rari iy oi" tlle :1ird I ran 

to my car, a:.:'ri ving at the beach in less than a :ninm:;c. 

The bird was associatinB wit~ a s~nll flock o: :ing

billed Gulls ( Larus delawa,'ensis) a~1d I was able to s tt:_C:.y 

it well at a distance of a:) proximo.tel7 100-150 .'eet th~"ough 
·,, 

a 32 power Bushnell spottin~:; scoJe. All .,_'ield nari:s were 

clearly seen including its large size, long anc;_ hcav/ 

orange-red bill, yellow eyes, pale 1ink lees, ~bite belly, 

and blac~: heacl contrasting witl1 a brown back, ruling out 

I was aole to ob~ain abouG a dozen r0cogniza"t.1le ·:-ii,ctot;r:.1_,Jhs 

'.;hrough a Vivata1~ 4-00 :1iu lons. 



American Oystercatchers are strictl1 coastal, breeding 

most abundantly from New Jersey south. Since the early 

l960's, it has increased as a breeding bird along the 

East Coast and has ex:pan6ecl its breeding range northward. 

It now regularly breeds as far north as Cape Cod, 1:2.ssachusetts. 

Its increase has been mostl7 attributed to its abandonment 

of beaches and converting to sand bars in saltmarshes for 

nesting. In New Jersey, 158 adults found in 1976 increased 

to 262 in 1979 (Cutler, Boyle, Paxton, Richards, 1979; 1985). 

Not surprisingly, the American Oystercatcher at Beltzville 

Lake occurred after and during stead:, northeasterly winds. 

Winds on April 1st averaged 14 mph fr-0m the northeast with a 

maximum sustained wind of 18 mph. On the 2nd, the day of the 

sighting, winds averaged 7 mph fror: the northeast wi tt a 

maximum sustained wind of 15 m,h. 

This is apparently the first docurn •nted record of an 

American Oystercatcher in Pennsylvania since one was collected 

on Chester Island in the Delaware River on lla.y 14, 1891 (Poole, 

1964). 
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I Record No.:266-01-1993 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: American Oystercatcher (Baeaatopus palliatus) 

Date of Sighting: 2 April 1993 
Location: BELTZVILLE STATE PARlt 
County: CARBON 
Observer(s): Rick Wiltraut 

Date of Submission: 1993 
Submitted by: Rick Wiltraut 
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: HO 
Recording: NOHE 

Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas X 
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater >< 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe X 
J. Skinner X 
TOTALS 7 
DECISION >< 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): r c~ Date: ;2--.2Y-7'lf 




